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Announcement No. 13 
  
Monday, January 14, 2008 - 22h 
  
A new mass-start incredible in Bessans ! 
  
15h25: All mushers are aligned to a large extent of snow overlooking Bessans, in the Haute 
Maurienne Vanoise. The concentration, stress, excitement of mushers and dogs are being felt, 
several thousand people holding their breath. 
 15h30: Laurent Gerra gives the start, the crowd accompanies the nineteen mushers left for a 
race of 72 km long and 1,700 m in altitude before joining the polar base for a second night 
outside. 
For the Trophée Grande Odyssée Savoie Mont Blanc, the departure is on the same model 
barely fifteen minutes after the first mass-start. These “rookies” start for a 62 km race with 
1200m in altitude before reaching Lanslevillard. 
  
In the village of Bonneval, Ketil Reitan comes first. He is followed by Emil Inauen and 
farther Petter Karlsson, which runs more than 8 dogs since the 9th suffers from a muscle. The 
second loop allows the Norwegian still digging away on his pursuers. 
The cold, snow and a long distance, it is undoubtedly the best conditions for him and his dogs.  
 
"Ketil start slowly on La Grande Odyssée Savoie Mont Blanc, it was his first participation, 
and he run faster on the latter stages. His dogs are impressive, they are not tired, and there is 
no doubt that it is a strategy from the first day because he is accustomed to long distances. He 
knew from the first that it is in the second part of the race that it could make a difference 
compared to other… and it seems to prove it, "said Christophe Pfiggler Veterinary Chief Off 
La Grande Odysée Savoie Mont Blanc. 
  
Tonight, the Polar well bore his name. There was cold and the wind was very strong. The first 
front which made its appearance was that of Ketil Reitan, very pleased with his run, with dogs 
in good shape. Emil Inauen and Petter Karlsson came 2nd and 3rd. Unless serious problem, it 
seems to be them three to the podium Wednesday night. 
  
For the Trophée Grande Odyssée Savoie Mont Blanc, Francois Pagnoux who won this year 



 
for his first participation. David Godin took the second place by performing a good race as 
well. Miguel Angel Martinez climbed on the third step on the podium. 
  
Tomorrow morning, mushers need to reach Sardières. Departure scheduled to 7am the Polar 
Base, 33 km and arrival around 9am. 
Then bivouac until 15h, and then new stage, 46km up to Aussois.	
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